
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Interpreting and Applying the Declaration of Independence in 
American History 
Short Answer Key 

1. The phrase "all men are created equal" from the Declaration of 
Independence has been interpreted and applied throughout American 
history as a call for equality and justice. It has been used in movements such 
as the abolition of slavery, women's suffrage, and the civil rights movement 
to advocate for equal treatment under the law. 

2. One social movement that invoked the principles of the Declaration of 
Independence is the civil rights movement. Leaders like Martin Luther King 
Jr. used the Declaration's ideals of equality and justice to challenge racial 
segregation and discrimination, emphasizing the need for equal rights for 
all Americans. 

3. The fight for women's suffrage in the early 20th century was closely tied to 
the principles of equality in the Declaration of Independence. Susan B. 
Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton were key figures in this movement. 
They argued that women should have the right to vote as an essential 
aspect of equal citizenship, connecting their cause to the Declaration's call 
for equality. 

4. The Declaration of Independence played a significant role in the civil rights 
movement in the United States. Its principles of equality and justice were 
invoked to challenge racial segregation and discrimination. Leaders like 
Martin Luther King Jr. used the Declaration's ideals to advocate for equal 
rights, making the case that all individuals should be treated equally under 
the law. 

5. The concept of unalienable rights has expanded over time to include not 
only life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness but also rights such as equality, 
voting, civil rights, and more recently, healthcare, education, and a clean 
environment. Advocates have drawn on the Declaration's principles to 
argue for the inclusion of these rights, emphasizing that all individuals 
deserve equal treatment and the ability to pursue well-being and 
happiness. 

 

 

 

 


