
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Isaac Newton: Unraveling the Laws of Motion and Gravity 
Short Answer Key 

1. Isaac Newton was born on January 4, 1643, in Woolsthorpe, England. He 
grew up on a farm and developed an early interest in understanding how 
things worked. This interest in mechanics and science was nurtured during 
his education at the University of Cambridge, where he studied 
mathematics and encountered the works of prominent scientists like 
Galileo Galilei and René Descartes. 

2. Isaac Newton's "Principia," published in 1687, is a significant work that laid 
the foundation for modern physics. It introduced Newton's three laws of 
motion, which explained how objects move and interact with forces. 
Additionally, the Principia presented the law of universal gravitation, which 
described the force of attraction between all objects in the universe. This 
work revolutionized the study of mechanics and celestial motion. 

3. Newton's Three Laws of Motion are: 
a. Newton's First Law of Motion (Law of Inertia): An object at rest tends 

to stay at rest, and an object in motion tends to stay in motion unless 
acted upon by an external force. 

b. Newton's Second Law of Motion: The force applied to an object is 
directly proportional to its mass and acceleration, expressed as F = 
ma. 

c. Newton's Third Law of Motion: For every action, there is an equal and 
opposite reaction. This law explains the nature of forces in the 
physical world. 

4. Isaac Newton's law of universal gravitation explained how every object in 
the universe attracts every other object with a force proportional to the 
product of their masses and inversely proportional to the square of the 
distance between them. This law not only explained why objects fall on 
Earth but also described the motion of celestial bodies. It revolutionized our 
understanding of the cosmos by providing a mathematical framework for 
understanding the orbits of planets and the motion of celestial objects. 

5. Isaac Newton, along with the German mathematician Gottfried Wilhelm 
Leibniz, independently developed calculus. Calculus is important in 
mathematics because it provides a precise way to study rates of change 
and accumulation. In science and engineering, calculus is used to solve 
problems involving motion, change, and optimization. It has applications in 
physics, engineering, economics, and many other fields. 


