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Languages and Dialects of Italy 
Italy is a country known for its rich history, beautiful 
landscapes, and delicious food, but did you know 
that it is also home to many different languages 
and dialects? While Italian is the official language 
of the country, many regions have their own 
special ways of speaking. These are called 
dialects, and they can sound very different from 
standard Italian. Some of the most well-known 
dialects include Sicilian, Neapolitan, and 
Venetian. 

The Italian Language 
The Italian language comes from Latin, which was spoken in Ancient Rome. 
Today, Italian is spoken by millions of people in Italy and around the world. It is also 
one of the official languages of the European Union. Italian is used in schools, 
government, and media, and most people in Italy understand and speak it. 
Even though Italian is the main language, it was not always this way. Before Italy 
became a united country in 1861, people in different regions spoke mainly their 
own dialects. Today, while everyone learns standard Italian, many people still 
speak their local dialects at home or with family and friends. 
Famous Dialects of Italy 
Italy has many dialects, and each region has its own unique way of speaking. 

• Sicilian – Spoken on the island of Sicily, this dialect has influences from 
Greek, Arabic, and Spanish because Sicily was ruled by different cultures in 
the past. Some words are completely different from standard Italian! 

• Neapolitan – This dialect is spoken in Naples and southern Italy. It has a fast 
and musical sound, making it fun to listen to. Some Italian songs, like the 
famous “O Sole Mio,” are written in Neapolitan. 

• Venetian – This dialect is spoken in Venice and the surrounding areas. 
Venetian has words that come from French and Spanish. In the past, 
Venice was a powerful trading city, which brought in influences from 
different languages. 

Even though these are called dialects, some of them are so different from Italian 
that they could almost be considered separate languages! 
A Country of Many Voices 
Because of its diverse history, Italy is full of different accents, dialects, and 
languages. While Italian is the official language, many Italians take pride in their 
regional dialects because they are an important part of their culture and identity. 
Whether you hear Italian in Rome, Sicilian in Palermo, or Venetian in Venice, each 
way of speaking tells a special story about Italy’s past. 


