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Jackie Robinson: Breaking Barriers and Changing the Game 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Jackie Robinson breaking the color barrier in Major League Baseball was a 

historic moment that symbolized progress in the fight against racial 

segregation and discrimination. His integration of MLB opened doors for 

other African American athletes and challenged the deeply ingrained 

racial prejudices of the time. Robinson's courage and success on the field 

served as a catalyst for broader changes in American society, contributing 

to the civil rights movement. 

2. Jackie Robinson faced numerous challenges and obstacles due to racial 

discrimination during his baseball career. He endured racial slurs, threats, 

and hostility from fans, players, and even some teammates. Despite these 

challenges, he remained resolute and focused on his performance, 

demonstrating incredible strength and character. 

3. Jackie Robinson used his platform as a professional athlete to advocate for 

social justice and civil rights by speaking out against racial segregation and 

inequality. He lent his voice to the broader struggle for civil rights and 

became an influential figure in the fight against racism, both in sports and 

in society. Robinson's advocacy extended beyond his playing days, making 

a lasting impact on the quest for equality. 

4. Jackie Robinson's lasting legacy in the world of sports and the broader fight 

for equality and civil rights is immeasurable. He inspired generations of 

athletes to break barriers and overcome adversity. His impact extends to 

the ongoing struggle for civil rights and social justice, serving as a symbol of 

courage and determination in the face of discrimination. Robinson's legacy 

reminds us of the power of sports to drive positive social change. 

 

 

 


