
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Jackie Robinson: Breaking Barriers and Changing the Game 
Jackie Robinson is a baseball legend known not only for his 

exceptional skills on the field but also for his 

groundbreaking role in breaking the color barrier in Major 

League Baseball (MLB). Let's explore the life, play, 

milestones, and legacy of this iconic baseball player. 

Early Life 

Jack Roosevelt Robinson was born on January 31, 1919, in Cairo, Georgia. He 

grew up in a family of sharecroppers and faced racial discrimination from a 

young age. Despite the challenges, Robinson excelled in multiple sports, including 

football, basketball, and track and field. His athletic talents eventually led him to 

baseball. 

Play and Achievements 

Jackie Robinson's professional baseball career began when he signed with the 

Kansas City Monarchs, a Negro League team, in 1945. His incredible talent caught 

the attention of Branch Rickey, the general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, 

who saw Robinson as the perfect candidate to integrate MLB. 

In 1947, Robinson made history when he became the first African American player 

to break the color barrier in MLB. He joined the Brooklyn Dodgers and played as 

a first baseman and second baseman. Robinson's speed, agility, and skill quickly 

made him a valuable asset to the team. 

During his career, Robinson earned numerous accolades, including the Rookie of 

the Year award in 1947 and the National League Most Valuable Player (MVP) 

award in 1949. He was a six-time All-Star and helped lead the Dodgers to six 

National League pennants and their first World Series championship in 1955. 
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Milestones 

One of Jackie Robinson's most significant milestones was his role in desegregating 

Major League Baseball. By breaking the color barrier, he paved the way for other 

African American players to enter the league. His courage and determination in 

the face of racism and discrimination inspired a generation of athletes and civil 

rights activists. 

In addition to his impact on the field, Robinson was known for his commitment to 

social justice. He used his platform to advocate for equality and civil rights, 

becoming a prominent figure in the civil rights movement. 

Legacy  

Jackie Robinson's legacy extends far beyond his 

baseball achievements. He is remembered as a 

trailblazer who fought against racial prejudice and 

discrimination, not just in sports but in society as a 

whole. His courage in the face of adversity helped 

change the course of American history. 

In 1997, MLB retired Robinson's number 42 across all teams to honor his 

contributions and the significance of his achievements. This marked the first time 

a professional sports league retired a number league-wide. 

The Jackie Robinson Foundation, established in 1973, provides scholarships and 

support to young people in need, carrying on his commitment to education and 

equal opportunities. Robinson's impact is felt not only in the world of sports but 

also in the ongoing struggle for civil rights and social justice. 

 

 

 

 


