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Jan van Eyck: The Master of Flemish 
Renaissance 
Jan van Eyck was a prominent artist of the Northern 
Renaissance, known for his exceptional skill in oil painting 
and meticulous attention to detail. Born around 1390 in 
Maaseik, a town in modern-day Belgium, Jan van Eyck's 
contributions to the world of art have left an indelible 
mark. In this reading passage, we will explore the life, 
works, and artistic innovations of Jan van Eyck. 
Jan van Eyck's early life remains somewhat shrouded in mystery, but it is believed that he 
received his artistic training in the workshop of his older brother, Hubert van Eyck. Jan's 
exposure to the artistic techniques of his time laid the foundation for his own artistic 
journey. 
One of Jan van Eyck's most significant contributions to art was his pioneering use of oil 
paint. He developed a method of mixing pigments with oil, creating a more vibrant and 
long-lasting paint medium. This innovation allowed for greater precision and detail in his 
artworks. 
The Ghent Altarpiece 
Jan van Eyck's magnum opus is undoubtedly the Ghent Altarpiece, also known as the 
"Adoration of the Mystic Lamb." This polyptych altarpiece is renowned for its intricate 
detail and complex symbolism. It consists of multiple panels depicting various scenes, 
including the Adoration of the Lamb, Adam and Eve, and numerous saints. 
Portraiture and Realism 
Jan van Eyck was also a skilled portraitist. His portraits, such as "Man in a Red Turban" and 
"Portrait of Margaret van Eyck," are celebrated for their lifelike qualities and the artist's 
ability to capture the individuality of his subjects. His attention to minute details, such as 
the texture of clothing and the reflection of light, set his portraits apart. 
Influence on Northern Renaissance 
Van Eyck's meticulous technique and innovative use of oil paint had a profound 
influence on the Northern Renaissance. His works inspired generations of artists who 
sought to emulate his precision and realism. Artists like Albrecht Dürer and Hans Holbein 
the Younger were among those influenced by his legacy. 
Religious Themes and Symbolism 
Religious themes were prevalent in Jan van Eyck's art. His works often incorporated 
symbolism and religious narratives. For instance, "The Annunciation" is a stunning portrayal 
of the Virgin Mary receiving the news of the birth of Christ. The symbolism and attention 
to detail in this painting are characteristic of van Eyck's style. 
Death and Legacy 
Jan van Eyck passed away in 1441 in Bruges, leaving behind a legacy of artistic 
excellence. His contributions to the use of oil paint, attention to detail, and realistic 
portraiture continue to be admired and studied by artists and art enthusiasts around the 
world. 


