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Unraveling Jay Gatsby: A Closer Look at the Main Character 
Short Answer Key 

1. Jay Gatsby's relentless pursuit of the American Dream drives his 
character to great heights and tragic depths. He believes in the 
idea that he can achieve anything through hard work and 
dedication. His pursuit of wealth, social status, and the love of 
Daisy Buchanan defines his character, making him a complex 
and tragic figure. 

2. Daisy Buchanan is the object of Gatsby's love and the driving 
force behind his actions. His unwavering devotion to Daisy, even 
after years of separation, underscores his idealistic view of love 
and the American Dream. His character is shaped by his longing 
for her, and he becomes consumed by the pursuit of a dream 
that may never be realized. 

3. The contrast between illusion and reality is a central theme in the 
novel, and Gatsby embodies this theme. He presents a carefully 
crafted image to the world, hiding his true self behind a façade 
of wealth and success. This contrast adds depth to his character 
and raises questions about authenticity, identity, and the nature 
of the American Dream. 

4. Gatsby's character fits the mold of a tragic hero. He possesses 
noble intentions and a passionate pursuit of his dream. However, 
his downfall, marked by his tragic death, evokes sympathy from 
readers. His character serves as a cautionary tale about the 
challenges and sacrifices one may face in the relentless pursuit 
of the American Dream. 

5. Gatsby's mysterious persona adds an air of intrigue and 
fascination to the story. His background, the source of his wealth, 
and his true identity remain shrouded in mystery for much of the 
novel. This mystery not only captivates the other characters in 
the story but also keeps readers engaged as they seek to 
uncover the truth behind Gatsby's character and motivations. 


