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Jay-Z: The Hip-Hop Icon 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Jay-Z's lyrical style is characterized by depth and storytelling. In 

songs like "99 Problems," he delves into encounters with law 

enforcement, offering a personal perspective on racial profiling. 

In "Song Cry," he reflects on personal relationships and 

vulnerabilities, adding emotional depth to his lyrics. 

2. Jay-Z's impact on hip-hop is profound. He elevated the genre 

with albums like "The Blueprint," blending soulful beats with 

introspective lyrics. He influenced subsequent artists like Kanye 

West and Kendrick Lamar, pushing the boundaries of hip-hop 

both musically and thematically. 

3. Jay-Z's journey reflects resilience, talent, and business acumen. 

He leveraged his musical success to establish Roc-A-Fella 

Records and Rocawear. His acquisition of Tidal showcased his 

entrepreneurial vision. His commitment to philanthropy and 

advocacy demonstrates his dedication to making a positive 

impact beyond music. 

 

 


