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Jean Béliveau: The Gentleman of Ice Hockey 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Jean Béliveau's ten Stanley Cup championships were significant milestones in his 
NHL career. These championships solidified his legacy as one of the greatest 
players in the history of ice hockey. Winning ten Stanley Cups demonstrated not 
only his individual skill but also his ability to contribute to his team's success 
consistently. It showcased his remarkable leadership, determination, and ability to 
perform at the highest level in the most crucial moments. Béliveau's legacy is 
forever linked to his success in winning championships, and his impact on the 
Montreal Canadiens' dynasty during that era remains an enduring part of hockey 
history. 

2. Jean Béliveau was known for his leadership and character, which set him apart as 
a beloved figure in the world of ice hockey. He exemplified qualities such as 
sportsmanship, humility, and dedication to the game. Béliveau's leadership was 
evident in his role as the captain of the Montreal Canadiens for a decade. He led 
by example on the ice, displaying determination and skill. Off the ice, he was 
known for his respect for opponents and fans. Béliveau's character and demeanor 
earned him the nickname "The Gentleman of Ice Hockey" and made him a role 
model for sportsmanship in the sport. His impact extended beyond his playing 
career, as he continued to contribute to the Montreal Canadiens' organization 
and the development of young players, leaving a lasting legacy of leadership and 
character. 

3. Jean Béliveau's achievement of scoring 50 goals in a single season in 1955-1956 
was significant in the context of his career and the history of ice hockey. At that 
time, scoring 50 goals in a season was a remarkable feat that showcased a 
player's goal-scoring ability. Béliveau's accomplishment not only demonstrated his 
scoring prowess but also contributed to his status as an iconic figure in ice hockey. 
It added to the legacy of excellence associated with the Montreal Canadiens 
and further solidified Béliveau's place in hockey history. The achievement 
highlighted his ability to excel in goal scoring and set a standard for future 
generations of goal scorers to aspire to. 

4. Jean Béliveau's legacy continues to inspire hockey enthusiasts by representing 
values such as dedication and respect for the game. His name is associated with 
excellence, leadership, and sportsmanship, making him a role model for players 
and fans alike. Béliveau's enduring legacy serves as a reminder that success in 
hockey and in life is attainable through hard work, commitment, and integrity. His 
impact on the sport's culture and the admiration he earned from fans continue to 
be felt today, inspiring individuals to strive for greatness while upholding the values 
that he embodied. Béliveau's legacy is a testament to the positive influence that 
sports figures can have on the world, transcending the game itself. 


