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Johannes Gutenberg: The Inventor Who Revolutionized Printing

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Johannes Gutenberg's invention of the printing press with
movable type had several advantages. It allowed for the mass
production of books, making them more accessible and
affordable. This democratized access to knowledge, increased
literacy rates, and facilitated the spread of ideas, leading to the
flourishing of culture and education during the Renaissance.

2. The Gutenberg Bible is considered a masterpiece of printing due
to its quality and craftsmanship. It featured 42 lines of text per
page, which maximized the use of paper and made the Bible
more affordable. This book played a significant role in the history
of printing and literacy by setting high standards for book
production.

3. Despite his groundbreaking invention, Johannes Gutenberg
faced financial difficulties and disputes with business partners.
He lost control of his printing press and struggled financially.
However, his legacy endured, as his invention revolutionized the
world of printing and left a lasting impact on the spread of
knowledge.

4. The invention of the printing press by Johannes Gutenberg
played a pivotal role in the spread of knowledge during the
Renaissance. It allowed for the mass production of books,
making them more accessible and affordable. This, in turn,
increased literacy rates and facilitated the exchange of ideas,
literature, and scientific discoveries among scholars and thinkers,
contributing to the flourishing of the Renaissance.
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