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John Glenn: A Pioneer in Space Exploration 
Short Answer Key 

1. John Glenn accomplished the historic achievement of 

becoming the first American to orbit the Earth on February 20, 

1962, aboard Friendship 7. 

2. John Glenn's military service as a Marine Corps pilot provided 

him with extensive flight experience, discipline, and the ability to 

handle high-stress aviation situations, which contributed to his 

success as an astronaut. 

3. The significance of John Glenn becoming the oldest person to 

fly in space in 1998 was his demonstration of the enduring human 

spirit of exploration and the pursuit of knowledge, even in later 

stages of life. 

4. One aspect of John Glenn's legacy that goes beyond his 

achievements as an astronaut is his long career in politics, where 

he served as a United States Senator from Ohio and advocated 

for space exploration, scientific research, and education. 

5. John Glenn's successful orbit of the Earth had a significant 

impact on American confidence in space exploration during the 

Cold War era by demonstrating the United States' capability to 

compete with the Soviet Union in the Space Race. 

 

 

 

 


