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The Pillars of Democracy: The Vital Role of Journalism 
Short Answer Key 

1. The three main responsibilities of journalism in a democracy are 

to inform the public, hold government and leaders 

accountable, and provide a platform for public discourse. 

2. Journalists ensure accuracy by verifying information from 

multiple sources, fact-checking, and adhering to ethical 

standards of reporting. 

3. Freedom of speech is fundamental to journalism in a democracy 

because it allows journalists to report without government 

censorship, ensuring transparency and the ability to hold those 

in power accountable. 

4. One way journalism has evolved is by utilizing online news 

sources and social media platforms to reach a wider audience 

and provide real-time updates. 

5. Journalism contributes to public discourse by providing a 

platform for citizens to express their opinions, fostering debate, 

and allowing different perspectives to be heard. 

 

 


