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Journey Through the Middle Ages 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Black Death was a devastating plague that struck in the 14th 

century, wiping out a significant portion of the European 

population. It led to social and economic upheaval, with labor 

shortages, increased wages for workers, and a decline in 

feudalism. 

2. A day in the life of a medieval peasant would involve working in 

the fields, tending to animals, and living in a simple cottage. They 

would also participate in local community activities and may be 

subject to the authority of a noble or lord. 

3. As a knight during the Middle Ages, important values and 

qualities to uphold would include loyalty, bravery, chivalry, and 

honor. Knights were expected to protect their lords and show 

respect to women. 

4. Religion played a central role in medieval art and architecture. 

Cathedrals were adorned with religious imagery, and 

illuminated manuscripts often contained religious texts and 

illustrations. The purpose was to convey religious messages and 

inspire faith among the people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


