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International Criminal Court: Seeking Justice Worldwide 
Imagine a place where individuals responsible for 
the most serious crimes, such as genocide, war 
crimes, and crimes against humanity, can be held 
accountable for their actions on a global stage. 
This place exists, and it's known as the International 
Criminal Court (ICC). In this reading passage, we 
will explore what the International Criminal Court is 
and its purpose in international law. 

What is the International Criminal Court (ICC)? 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) is a unique institution established by an 
international treaty called the Rome Statute. It began operating in 2002 and is 
based in The Hague, Netherlands. The ICC is not part of the United Nations, but it 
works closely with the UN to address and prosecute the most severe international 
crimes that shock the conscience of humanity. 

The Purpose of the International Criminal Court 

The primary purpose of the ICC is to bring individuals responsible for serious 
international crimes to justice. These crimes include: 

• Genocide: Genocide is the intentional destruction, in whole or in part, of a 
particular group based on their ethnicity, religion, nationality, or other 
characteristics. The ICC aims to hold those who commit genocide 
accountable. 

• War Crimes: War crimes are grave violations of the laws and customs of war 
during armed conflicts. These can include targeting civilians, using 
prohibited weapons, and mistreating prisoners of war. The ICC prosecutes 
individuals involved in such crimes. 

• Crimes Against Humanity: Crimes against humanity are widespread and 
systematic acts committed as part of a government or organizational 
policy. These acts include murder, torture, enslavement, and other 
inhumane acts. The ICC seeks to punish those responsible for these crimes. 

How Does the ICC Operate? 

The ICC operates on the principle of complementarity, which means it can only 
intervene when a country is unwilling or unable to investigate and prosecute 
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individuals for these serious crimes. The ICC does not replace national legal 
systems but acts as a court of last resort. 

Key Aspects of the ICC's Operations 

• Jurisdiction: The ICC can exercise its jurisdiction when the crime occurred 
on the territory of a state party to the Rome Statute or when the accused is 
a national of a state party. The ICC can also be granted jurisdiction by the 
United Nations Security Council for crimes occurring in non-state parties. 

• Independence: The ICC is an independent and impartial judicial institution. 
Its judges and prosecutor are appointed through a rigorous process to 
ensure their independence from political influence. 

• Fair Trials: The ICC guarantees the rights of the accused, including the right 
to a fair trial, legal representation, and protection against self-incrimination. 

• Victims' Participation: The ICC allows victims of the crimes to participate in 
the proceedings, express their views and concerns, and seek reparations. 

• Penalties: The ICC can impose penalties such as imprisonment for 
individuals found guilty of the crimes within its jurisdiction. 

Impact and Challenges 

The ICC has made significant contributions to international justice by holding 
individuals accountable for their actions in cases from different parts of the world. 
However, it faces challenges, including criticism, limitations in enforcing arrest 
warrants, and questions about its effectiveness in achieving its goals. 

The International Criminal Court plays a crucial role in the pursuit of justice on a 
global scale. By holding those responsible for the most serious international crimes 
accountable, the ICC aims to deter future atrocities and promote a world where 
individuals are held responsible for their actions, no matter where they occur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


