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The Amazing Kangaroo 
Kangaroos are fascinating animals that live in 

Australia. They are known for their strong legs and 

ability to jump great distances. Kangaroos are 

marsupials, which means they carry their babies in a 

pouch on their belly. Baby kangaroos, called joeys, 

stay in the pouch while they grow and stay safe. 

Kangaroos have very powerful hind legs. These legs help them hop across the 

land instead of walking like most animals. They can jump as far as 25 feet in a 

single leap! Their long, muscular tails help them balance while they hop. 

Kangaroos can travel up to 40 miles per hour when they need to move quickly. 

Kangaroos live in groups called mobs. A mob usually has several female 

kangaroos, their joeys, and one or two male kangaroos. Male kangaroos are 

often called boomers, while female kangaroos are called flyers. Kangaroos are 

herbivores, which means they eat plants. They mainly graze on grass and leaves, 

using their sharp front teeth to bite off food and their flat back teeth to chew it. 

One of the most interesting facts about kangaroos is how they care for their joeys. 

When a joey is first born, it is tiny—only about the size of a jellybean! It crawls into 

its mother’s pouch and stays there for several months, drinking milk and growing 

stronger. Even after the joey leaves the pouch, it may hop back in when it feels 

scared or tired. 

Kangaroos are well adapted to living in Australia’s dry climate. They can survive 

long periods without water by eating moisture-rich plants. During hot days, they 

often rest in the shade and become more active during the cooler parts of the 

day. 

These unique animals are an important part of Australia’s wildlife. They appear on 

the country’s coat of arms and are a symbol of Australian culture. Kangaroos 

remind us of how amazing and diverse the animal kingdom can be. 


