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How Kangaroos Communicate 
Kangaroos have unique ways of communicating 

with each other. These marsupials, native to 

Australia, use a mix of sounds, body movements, and 

even scents to send messages within their groups, 

called mobs. 

Kangaroos often use body language to show how 

they feel. For example, if a kangaroo feels threatened, it will stand tall, puff up its 

chest, and thump its strong hind legs on the ground. This thumping sound warns 

others in the mob of possible danger. Sometimes, a mother kangaroo may gently 

nudge her joey to guide or comfort it. 

Sounds also play a key role in kangaroo communication. Kangaroos can produce 

clicking noises, especially during social interactions. When a mother is calling her 

joey back to her pouch, she may make a soft clucking sound. In contrast, when 

a kangaroo is distressed or scared, it may make a loud coughing or growling noise 

to alert others. 

Kangaroos use scents less frequently but effectively. Male kangaroos sometimes 

release scents during mating season to show dominance or attract mates. Scent 

markings help kangaroos identify members of their group and avoid conflicts. 

Interaction among kangaroos is often peaceful, but males can engage in boxing 

to establish dominance. This behavior involves standing on their hind legs and 

using their front paws to push and strike each other. Though it may look 

aggressive, it rarely causes serious injury and helps determine leadership within 

the mob. 

Kangaroo communication is vital for staying safe, caring for young, and 

maintaining social order within the group. These fascinating behaviors help them 

survive and thrive in their natural habitats. 

 


