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Do Kangaroos Form Relationships with Other Species? 
Kangaroos are fascinating animals native to 

Australia. While they are well-known for their 

hopping abilities and pouches, they also 

interact with other species in interesting ways. 

However, kangaroos do not typically form 

close relationships with other species like some 

animals do. Most of their interactions are based 

on sharing the same environment rather than forming bonds. 

One example of a relationship is commensalism. Some bird species, such 

as magpies, follow kangaroos as they graze. The birds benefit by eating 

insects stirred up by the kangaroo's movements, while the kangaroo is 

unaffected. 

Another type of relationship involving kangaroos is parasitism. Ticks and 

mites can sometimes be found on kangaroos, feeding on their blood. This 

relationship harms the kangaroo but benefits the parasites by giving them 

food and shelter. 

Kangaroos do not typically engage in mutualism, where both species 

benefit equally. However, kangaroos can indirectly help plants by grazing 

on vegetation. Their grazing prevents overgrowth, which allows different 

plants to thrive and supports a balanced ecosystem. The plants do not help 

the kangaroo directly, so this relationship is not considered mutualism but 

rather a part of the natural balance in the habitat. 

While kangaroos mainly interact with their own kind, they play an important 

role in their ecosystem. They help maintain healthy grasslands, which 

benefits many other species in their environment. 


