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Kareem Abdul-Jabbar: A Basketball Legend's Towering Legacy 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's college career at UCLA was significant because 

he became a dominant force in college basketball under the guidance of 

coach John Wooden. He helped UCLA win three consecutive NCAA 

championships, and John Wooden's coaching played a crucial role in his 

development as a player. 

2. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar faced challenges and obstacles in using his platform 

as an athlete to advocate for social justice and civil rights, including 

backlash from some fans and critics. He overcame these challenges by 

remaining steadfast in his beliefs and using his platform to raise awareness 

and encourage dialogue. 

3. The "skyhook" shot had a significant impact on the game of basketball, as 

it was nearly impossible to defend due to Abdul-Jabbar's height and skill. It 

became a signature move that made him a dominant scorer. For example, 

he used it to score consistently over defenders, contributing to his scoring 

prowess. 

4. The most important lesson that can be learned from Kareem Abdul-

Jabbar's life and legacy is that greatness can be achieved not only through 

sports but also through compassion, advocacy, and using one's platform to 

make a positive impact on society. His contributions to basketball and 

society inspire future generations to strive for excellence and make a 

difference in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


