
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Ken Griffey Jr.: Baseball's Iconic Legacy 
Ken Griffey Jr. was one of the most beloved and iconic 
baseball players of his time. His remarkable career, filled with 
astounding plays, numerous milestones, and an enduring 
legacy, has left an indelible mark on the world of baseball. 

Early Life and Introduction to Baseball 

Ken Griffey Jr. was born on November 21, 1969, in Donora, 
Pennsylvania. His father, Ken Griffey Sr., was also a 
professional baseball player, and young Junior grew up with 

a strong passion for the sport. By the time he was a teenager, it was clear that he had 
inherited his father's talent and love for the game. 

The Beginning of His Professional Career 

In 1987, Ken Griffey Jr. was selected by the Seattle Mariners as the first overall pick in the 
Major League Baseball (MLB) draft. He was just 17 years old, making him one of the 
youngest players ever to be drafted into the MLB. This marked the beginning of a 
spectacular journey. 

Milestones and Achievements 

Throughout his illustrious career, Griffey Jr. achieved numerous milestones. In 1990, at the 
age of 20, he became the youngest player to hit a home run in an All-Star Game. He 
went on to win 10 Gold Glove Awards for his exceptional skills as an outfielder, and he 
was known for his powerful bat, hitting over 600 career home runs. 

In 1997, he was traded to the Cincinnati Reds, where he continued to shine. Griffey Jr. 
was a 13-time All-Star, and he even won the American League MVP award in 1997. His 
incredible athleticism and charisma made him a fan favorite, and he was often referred 
to as "The Kid" because of his youthful exuberance and passion for the game. 

Injuries and Comebacks 

Despite his numerous achievements, Griffey Jr. faced several challenges in his career, 
including injuries that sidelined him for significant periods. However, he always managed 
to come back stronger, displaying his resilience and determination. His unwavering 
dedication to the sport earned him respect throughout the baseball world. 

Legacy and Impact 

Ken Griffey Jr. retired from professional baseball in 2010, leaving behind a legacy that 
continues to inspire young athletes. His impact extends beyond the field; he was a role 
model for countless aspiring players. Griffey Jr.'s influence on the game of baseball can 
still be seen today, as he remains an iconic figure in the sport's history. 

 


