
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

George Washington: The First President and His Key Achievements 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. George Washington's leadership during the Whiskey Rebellion 
demonstrated the federal government's authority in several 
ways. Firstly, he showed that the federal government had the 
power to enforce its laws and maintain order within the country. 
Secondly, his willingness to lead a militia force personally 
conveyed a strong message of the government's commitment 
to upholding the rule of law. This event helped establish the 
principle that the federal government could use force when 
necessary to maintain its authority. 

2. The establishment of the First Bank of the United States 
contributed to the nation's financial stability during Washington's 
presidency by providing a central institution for managing the 
country's finances. The bank helped regulate currency and 
credit, stabilize the economy, and promote economic growth. It 
played a crucial role in demonstrating the federal government's 
ability to manage financial matters effectively. 

3. George Washington's farewell address holds great significance 
in American history. In it, he emphasized the importance of 
national unity and warned against the dangers of political 
parties and foreign entanglements. His advice has had a lasting 
impact on American politics and foreign policy, guiding the 
nation's leaders in their decision-making and influencing the 
development of a non-interventionist foreign policy. 

4. George Washington's decision not to seek a third term set an 
important precedent for future presidents. By voluntarily 
relinquishing power after two terms, he established the tradition 
of presidential term limits, reinforcing the principle of a peaceful 
transfer of power in a democratic republic. This precedent has 
been followed by all U.S. presidents to this day, contributing to 
the stability of the American political system. 


