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Kingdoms and Empires of the Middle Ages: A Journey Through Time 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The Holy Roman Empire covered much of modern-day 

Germany, Austria, and parts of Italy. It faced challenges from 

local lords and powerful neighbors, which made centralization 

difficult. 

2. Constantinople served as the capital of the Byzantine Empire 

and was strategically located, connecting Europe and Asia. Its 

cultural and intellectual contributions, as well as the preservation 

of ancient texts, had a lasting impact on later history. 

3. The Magna Carta and Joan of Arc both played significant roles 

in shaping their respective kingdoms. The Magna Carta limited 

the power of the monarchy and established legal principles in 

England, while Joan of Arc's leadership during the Hundred 

Years' War contributed to France's national identity. 

4. Christopher Columbus's voyages to the Americas marked the 

beginning of European exploration and colonization in the New 

World. They had far-reaching consequences, including the 

exchange of cultures, goods, and the eventual expansion of 

European influence worldwide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


