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Kobe Bryant: A Basketball Legend's Unforgettable Journey 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Kobe Bryant's decision to forgo college and enter the NBA draft directly 

from high school was significant because it was a bold move that carried 

both risks and rewards. The risk was that he had no college experience, and 

the reward was that he could enter the NBA earlier and potentially have a 

longer professional career. 

2. Kobe Bryant's "Mamba Mentality" had a profound impact on his basketball 

career. It emphasized his relentless work ethic, determination, and 

resilience, which contributed to his success. He influenced athletes and 

individuals striving for greatness by showing that dedication and hard work 

can lead to extraordinary achievements. 

3. One of Kobe Bryant's philanthropic initiatives was the Kobe and Vanessa 

Bryant Family Foundation, which supported youth programs, education, 

and health initiatives. For example, the foundation launched the "Kobe's 

Book Club" to promote literacy among young people. He used his platform 

to make a difference by raising awareness and funds for various charitable 

causes. 

4. In my opinion, Kobe Bryant's most important contribution to the world of 

basketball and society as a whole was his ability to inspire others to strive 

for excellence and to make a positive impact in their communities. His 

"Mamba Mentality" and dedication to philanthropy continue to motivate 

individuals to pursue their goals and give back to society. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


