
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

The Life Cycle of a Koi Fish 
Koi fish are known for their beauty, 
but their life cycle is just as fascinating 
as their colorful scales! Like all living 
creatures, koi go through different 
stages of life, from tiny eggs to fully 
grown adults. Let’s explore how koi 
fish grow and how long they typically 
live. 

Koi fish start their life as eggs. Female 
koi can lay thousands of eggs in a 
single spawning season, usually in the 

spring when the water warms up. These eggs are sticky and attach to plants 
or rocks in the pond. After just 4 to 7 days, the eggs hatch into tiny baby fish 
called fry. The fry are only a few millimeters long and almost completely 
transparent at first, making them hard to see. 

The next stage of life is when the fry start growing into juvenile koi. During 
this time, they begin to develop their bright colors and patterns. Juvenile 
koi are very active and spend most of their time eating and growing. By the 
time they are 6 months old, many koi have reached several inches in length 
and already show some of their unique markings. 

As koi continue to grow, they enter adulthood. Adult koi are considered 
fully grown by the time they are about 2 to 3 years old. However, koi fish 
keep growing slowly throughout their lives. Some koi can reach up to 3 feet 
in length! Their bright colors also deepen with age, making older koi even 
more stunning. 

One amazing fact about koi fish is their lifespan. In the right conditions, koi 
can live for 20 to 30 years, and some even live longer! The oldest koi on 
record lived to be over 200 years old. Koi owners help their fish live long lives 
by keeping their ponds clean and providing healthy food. 

From tiny, almost invisible fry to majestic, full-grown adults, the life of a koi 
fish is a journey of growth and beauty. Watching them change and grow is 
one of the reasons why koi fish are so beloved around the world. 


