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Koi Fish and Their Relationships with Other Species 
Koi fish are peaceful and friendly creatures 
that live in ponds, rivers, and lakes. While 
they don’t form close bonds with other 
species like humans might with pets, koi do 
interact with different animals in their 
environment. These interactions can be 
beneficial, neutral, or even harmful, 
depending on the situation. 

One common relationship koi fish have is 
with cleaner species, such as small fish or 

snails. These animals sometimes eat algae, parasites, or dead skin off the 
koi. This type of relationship is called mutualism because both animals 
benefit. The cleaner species get food, and the koi fish stay healthy and 
clean. Pond owners often introduce cleaner species into koi ponds to help 
keep the water and fish healthy. 

Koi fish also have relationships with plants, such as water lilies or duckweed. 
This relationship is an example of commensalism because the koi fish 
benefit by using the plants for shade and protection without harming or 
helping the plants. Plants also help keep the water cool and oxygenated, 
creating a better environment for koi fish to thrive. 

However, not all relationships are helpful. Some organisms, like parasites, 
harm koi fish by feeding on their blood or skin. This is called parasitism 
because only one species benefits while the other is harmed. Parasites can 
cause koi to get sick if they are not removed. Fish lice, for example, latch 
onto koi and cause irritation and infections. 

Predators, such as birds or raccoons, also pose a threat to koi fish. These 
animals hunt koi for food, and while it’s a natural part of the food chain, it 
can be dangerous for koi living in shallow ponds. 

Even though koi fish can face challenges in the wild, their relationships with 
other species show how interconnected life in a pond can be. By working 
with plants and cleaner species, koi fish play a role in creating a balanced 
ecosystem, even while avoiding threats like predators and parasites. 


