
Name __________________________________ 

© ReadingDuck.com 

Ladybugs: How They Reproduce 
Ladybugs, also known as lady 
beetles, have an interesting way of 
reproducing that helps keep their 
populations strong. These tiny 
creatures go through several steps in 
their life cycle, starting with their 
mating behaviors. 

Ladybugs are most likely to mate 
during the spring or early summer 
when the weather is warm, and food 
is plentiful. Male ladybugs use their 

antennae to find female ladybugs by sensing their scent. Once a male finds 
a female, they mate, a process that can last several hours. Afterward, the 
female begins preparing to lay her eggs. 

A female ladybug can lay anywhere from 10 to over 1,000 eggs in her 
lifetime, depending on the species. She carefully chooses where to lay 
them, usually on the underside of leaves near a colony of aphids, their main 
food source. By doing this, she ensures her babies will have plenty to eat 
when they hatch. 

Ladybugs go through a process called complete metamorphosis, which 
means they develop in stages: egg, larva, pupa, and adult. The gestation 
period for ladybug eggs is short—usually just three to five days. When the 
eggs hatch, tiny larvae emerge. These larvae look very different from adult 
ladybugs; they are long, spiky, and often black or dark gray. 

Female ladybugs do not take care of their young after they hatch. Instead, 
the larvae fend for themselves, eating as many aphids as they can to grow 
quickly. After two to three weeks, the larvae become pupae. They stay in 
this stage for about a week before emerging as fully grown ladybugs. 

Ladybugs’ ability to lay so many eggs ensures that enough offspring survive, 
even if some are eaten by predators or don’t find enough food. This cycle 
keeps ladybug populations healthy and helps control pests like aphids in 
gardens and farms. 


