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Japan's Remarkable Landmarks: A Journey Through History and 
Culture 
Short Answer Key 

1. Mount Fuji is a cultural symbol in Japan due to its distinctive cone 
shape and stunning natural beauty. It has inspired countless 
works of art, literature, and poetry throughout Japanese history. 
Additionally, it is considered a sacred mountain in Shinto beliefs 
and has been a source of inspiration for both residents and 
visitors. 

2. The special feature of Kinkaku-ji (the Golden Pavilion) is its 
exterior covered in gold leaf. It is famous for its stunning 
appearance and the way it reflects in the pond surrounding it. 
This Zen Buddhist temple is an iconic example of Japanese 
architecture and aesthetics. 

3. Himeji Castle is historically and architecturally important 
because it is one of Japan's finest surviving castles. Its complex 
layout, defensive features, and striking white appearance make 
it a masterpiece of Japanese castle architecture. It is also a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, recognized for its cultural 
significance. 

4. The Hiroshima Peace Memorial (Atomic Bomb Dome) symbolizes 
Hiroshima's commitment to peace and the abolition of nuclear 
weapons. It stands as a powerful reminder of the devastating 
impact of the atomic bomb during World War II. Its preservation 
as a UNESCO World Heritage Site serves as a symbol of hope for 
a peaceful world. 

5. The primary function of the Tokyo Skytree is as a communications 
tower and observation deck. It provides breathtaking 
panoramic views of Tokyo and its surroundings, making it a 
popular attraction for both tourists and locals. The tower also 
serves as a symbol of modernity and technological 
advancement in Tokyo. 


