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Languages of Indonesia: A Tapestry of Voices 
Indonesia, the largest archipelago in the world, 
is not only known for its stunning landscapes but 
also for its rich linguistic diversity. With over 700 
languages spoken across its islands, Indonesia is 
a tapestry of voices that reflects its cultural 
richness and complexity. In this passage, we will 
explore the fascinating world of languages in 
Indonesia, from Bahasa Indonesia to local 
dialects and indigenous tongues. 

Bahasa Indonesia: The National Language 

Bahasa Indonesia, often referred to simply as 
"Bahasa," is the official and national language of 

Indonesia. It was adopted to foster unity and communication among the diverse ethnic 
groups spread across the nation's islands. Bahasa Indonesia is based on Malay and 
incorporates words from various regional languages. 

Regional Languages and Dialects 

Indonesia's linguistic diversity is most evident in the numerous regional languages and 
dialects spoken throughout the archipelago. Each island and even different regions 
within islands may have their own distinct languages and dialects. For example, 
Javanese, Sundanese, Balinese, and Batak are some of the major regional languages. 

Indigenous Languages 

Indonesia is also home to a wide range of indigenous languages, often spoken by the 
various indigenous communities across the country. These languages are a vital part of 
their cultural heritage and identity. Examples include the Dayak languages in Kalimantan 
and the Papuan languages in Papua. 

English as a Second Language 

While Bahasa Indonesia is the primary language of instruction in schools, English is 
commonly taught as a second language. It is considered a valuable skill for education, 
business, and tourism. Many Indonesians, especially in urban areas, are proficient in 
English. 

Language Preservation and Revival 

Efforts are being made to preserve and revive endangered indigenous languages in 
Indonesia. Organizations and communities work together to document and teach these 
languages to younger generations, ensuring that they do not disappear. 


