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Larry Ellison: The Software Pioneer 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Larry Ellison's leadership and vision played a crucial role in Oracle 
Corporation's growth and success. His relentless pursuit of 
innovation and efficiency led to the development of Oracle 
Database, which became a cornerstone of the tech industry. His 
competitive spirit also pushed the company to constantly 
improve and expand its offerings, making Oracle a global tech 
giant. 

2. Larry Ellison faced challenges such as early academic struggles 
and the competitive tech landscape. However, his passion for 
technology and determination to create an efficient database 
system led to the founding of Oracle Corporation. The 
company's early years were marked by the development of 
Oracle Database, which laid the foundation for its future 
success. 

3. (Answers may vary; e.g., "If I had the opportunity to meet Larry 
Ellison, I would ask him about his approach to innovation in the 
tech industry. I find this important because his innovative mindset 
has been a driving force behind Oracle's success, and 
understanding his methods could provide valuable insights for 
aspiring entrepreneurs.") 

4. The advantage of Larry Ellison's competitiveness is that it drove 
innovation and excellence within Oracle Corporation. It 
motivated the company to constantly improve and compete at 
a high level. However, the disadvantage is that excessive 
competitiveness can sometimes lead to unethical practices or 
overemphasis on winning at any cost. 

 

 

 

 


