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Laughing Flat 
When Stanley Lambchop woke up one 
morning and realized he was completely 
flat, he was more surprised than scared. 
The humor in Flat Stanley starts right 
away—after all, how often does a boy 
wake up as thin as a piece of paper? His 
parents were also shocked but treated 
the situation with surprising calmness, 
adding to the comedy. Instead of 
panicking, they measured him and talked 
about the advantages of being flat! 

One of the funniest parts of Stanley’s new life was the way he used his flatness 
to do things no normal boy could. He slipped under doors instead of using 
them, which made his brother, Arthur, burst into laughter. Stanley could be 
flown like a kite, and when Arthur held onto the string, it was as if he had his 
own living, talking kite! The idea of mailing Stanley across the country in an 
envelope instead of buying a plane ticket also made readers chuckle. Though 
it was an odd way to travel, Stanley made the best of it. 

The humor in Flat Stanley isn’t just about his adventures—it also comes from 
how people react to his situation. His parents act as if this is a small 
inconvenience rather than a major problem. The museum director, instead of 
being frightened by a boy pretending to be a painting, thinks it’s a clever idea. 
Even Stanley himself stays positive, finding ways to have fun despite his unusual 
shape. 

However, the humor in the story also helps readers understand some of 
Stanley’s challenges. When kids at school tease him and call him "Flatty," it’s 
meant to be funny, but it also shows that being different isn’t always easy. 
Stanley’s experience teaches readers that humor can help us through difficult 
times. Instead of feeling sorry for himself, Stanley uses his creativity, his 
supportive family, and his own sense of humor to make the best of his situation. 

The playful and lighthearted tone of Flat Stanley makes it a story that children 
love. It turns an unbelievable situation into a fun and exciting adventure, filled 
with laughter, kindness, and problem-solving. 
 


