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Understanding Right-Leaning and Left-Leaning in U.S. Politics

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Responses should discuss the potential benefits of limited
government intervention, such as individual freedoms and
reduced government spending, while acknowledging
challenges such as potential gaps in social safety nets and
inequalities.

2. Answers should evaluate the potential impact of left-leaning
policies on reducing income inequality and promoting
economic equality, considering potential benefits such as
improved access to essential services and potential challenges
in terms of cost and government involvement.

3. Responses should compare the advocacy for progressive social
values in left-leaning ideologies, such as LGBTQ+ rights and
gender equality, with the conservative social values often
associated with right-leaning positions, such as traditional family
values and opposition to certain social changes.

4. Answers should discuss how right-leaning and left-leaning
positions contribute to the diversity of political discourse, shaping
policy debates on issues such as government intervention, social
justice, and economic inequality, while also acknowledging

potential polarization and ideological divisions in politics.
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