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Legends of the Track and Field: Celebrating Famous Athletes 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Usain Bolt's impact on the world of sprinting is immense. His 

remarkable speed, charismatic personality, and record-

breaking performances have made him a global icon in track 

and field. Bolt's success can be attributed to his natural talent, 

intense training, and his ability to remain focused under pressure. 

2. Carl Lewis is celebrated as one of the greatest track and field 

athletes due to his consistency and versatility. He won nine 

Olympic gold medals, excelling in events like the long jump and 

sprinting. Lewis's dedication to his craft and his ability to perform 

at the highest level over a prolonged period set him apart. 

3. Jackie Joyner-Kersee's remarkable achievements in the 

heptathlon and long jump showcase her versatility and 

determination. Her dedication to training and her ability to excel 

in multiple disciplines have made her an inspiration for aspiring 

athletes, emphasizing the importance of hard work and 

perseverance. 

4. Sergey Bubka's contribution to pole vaulting is characterized by 

his numerous world records and his pioneering spirit. He 

introduced innovative techniques and pushed the boundaries 

of what was considered possible in the sport. Bubka's legacy 

continues to influence pole vaulters around the world. 

 

 


