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The Legislative Journey: What Happens if a Bill Passes in One Chamber
but Not the Other?

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. The two-chamber system in Congress encourages a thorough
examination of bills because it requires bills to pass through both
chambers, each with its own set of lawmakers and perspectives.
This system ensures that bills are scrutinized from different angles,
fostering debate, compromise, and a more comprehensive
assessment of their implications.

2. An example of a bill that faced challenges in both chambers is
the Affordable Care Act (ACA) in 2010. The House and Senate
versions had differences in funding, the individual mandate, and
Medicaid expansion. A conference committee was formed to
reconcile these differences, resulting in a compromise bill that
was passed and signed into law.

3. If the two chambers cannot reach a consensus on a bill, it may
stall in the legislative process or fail to become law altogether.
This can result in delays in implementing important policies and
addressing pressing issues, leaving unresolved matters.

4. Compromise in the legislative process is essential as it ensures
that legislation reflects a balance of different viewpoints and
interests. It helps create laws that are more likely to be effective
and acceptable to a broader range of stakeholders, ultimately
benefiting the American people. Compromise fosters

cooperation and the ability to address complex challenges.
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