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Letter Play 
In Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill 
Martin Jr. and John Archambault, the 
alphabet comes to life in an exciting 
adventure up a tall coconut tree. But 
beyond the catchy rhythm and playful 
rhymes, the story also teaches an 
important lesson using uppercase and 
lowercase letters. By giving each group 
of letters different roles, the book shows 
how letters work together and how they 
progress through challenges. 

At the beginning of the story, the 
lowercase letters take center stage. They race up the coconut tree one by one, 
full of excitement and energy. These small letters seem playful and adventurous, 
much like young children eager to explore the world. However, as more and more 
letters climb, the tree begins to shake and wobble. Eventually, all the letters come 
tumbling down in a chaotic crash. This part of the story teaches an important 
lesson: sometimes, when we rush into things without thinking, problems can 
happen. 

After the big fall, the uppercase letters appear. Unlike the lowercase letters, they 
do not climb the tree in a hurry. Instead, they calmly arrive to help the fallen 
letters. This makes them seem more like parents, teachers, or caregivers—figures 
who offer support and guidance after mistakes are made. Their role in the story 
shows that when things go wrong, there are always people ready to help. 

By using both uppercase and lowercase letters, the book creates a clear contrast 
between different types of characters. The lowercase letters act like playful 
children who want to explore, while the uppercase letters behave like responsible 
adults who offer comfort and encouragement. This also mirrors the way we use 
letters in writing—uppercase letters often begin sentences or names, showing 
importance, while lowercase letters fill in the rest, doing the everyday work of 
writing. 

Through this fun and engaging adventure, Chicka Chicka Boom Boom shows that 
learning the alphabet is more than just memorizing letters—it’s about 
understanding how they work together. Whether in reading, writing, or life, both 
little and big letters have their role to play, making the story a playful and 
meaningful lesson in teamwork and growth. 


