The Life Cycle of a Leopard
Leopards go through several stages in
their life cycle. These big cats begin their

lives as tiny, blind cubs. Leopard mothers

give birth to a litter of one to three cubs
after a gestation period of about 90 to 105
days. The cubs are born helpless and rely

entirely on their mother for food, warmth,

and protection.

P | MW WZ . - =i

During the first few months, the mother keeps her cubs hidden in a den to

protect them from predators. The cubs start opening their eyes after about 10
days and begin exploring their surroundings after six weeks. As they grow, the
mother starts bringing back small prey to teach them how to eat meat and

hunt.

By the time the cubs are around six months old, they begin learning how to
hunt by watching and imitating their mother. However, they still depend on
her for food. At around one year of age, leopard cubs can hunt small animals

on their own but often stay close to their mother for guidance.

At about two years old, young leopards leave their mother and start living on
their own. They establish their own territory and become fully independent

hunters. Adult leopards are solitary animals, preferring to live and hunt alone.

Leopards can live up to 12 to 15 years in the wild, although some can live
longer in protected areas. As they age, leopards may face challenges like
losing strength and finding prey, but their excellent climbing and hunting skills

help them survive.

Understanding the life cycle of a leopard helps us appreciate how these

amazing animals grow and survive in the wild.
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