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The Life Cycle of a Meerkat 
The life cycle of a meerkat is full of fascinating 

stages. Meerkats are small mammals that live 

in groups called mobs or clans. They have a 

relatively short life span compared to other 

animals, typically living around 6 to 10 years 

in the wild. 

The first stage of a meerkat's life begins at 

birth. Baby meerkats, called pups, are born 

blind and helpless. They stay in the safety of the burrow, cared for by their mother 

and other adult meerkats in the group. The pups rely on the adults for warmth, 

food, and protection. 

After about three weeks, the pups begin to open their eyes and explore the 

outside world. At this stage, the adults begin teaching the young important 

survival skills, such as how to find food and stay safe from predators. The pups stay 

close to the burrow and are constantly watched by babysitter meerkats. 

As the meerkats continue to grow, they enter the juvenile stage. During this time, 

they become more independent and start to participate in group activities, like 

foraging for insects and small animals. They also practice standing on their hind 

legs, a behavior used to spot predators from a distance. 

When meerkats reach adulthood at around one year old, they are fully capable 

of contributing to the clan. Adult meerkats take on roles such as sentinels (guards) 

and foragers. Some meerkats may even become dominant breeding pairs 

responsible for producing the next generation of pups. 

The final stage of a meerkat's life involves aging and slowing down. Older 

meerkats may remain in the burrow more often but still play a role in caring for 

younger pups and maintaining the burrow. The group structure helps ensure the 

safety and survival of all members throughout the life cycle. 


