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Life's Puzzle 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The poem uses the metaphor of a puzzle to emphasize that life 

is made up of various pieces, each representing a different 

experience or challenge. Just as a puzzle is composed of 

different shapes and colors, life is composed of diverse moments 

and emotions. This complexity is reflected in the different aspects 

of the puzzle, such as corners, edges, centerpieces, and gaps, 

each contributing to the overall picture of life. 

2. The poem suggests that life is a complex and multifaceted 

journey, filled with diverse experiences and challenges. It 

emphasizes that each part of life, whether it's childhood, youth, 

adulthood, or moments of loss and resilience, contributes to the 

overall picture of our existence. The poem encourages us to 

embrace these challenges as integral pieces of our life's puzzle 

and to find meaning in the completeness of our journey. 

3. The concept of a completed puzzle picture symbolizes a well-

lived life in the poem by representing the culmination of 

memories, experiences, and challenges. When all the pieces 

come together to form a complete picture, it signifies a life rich 

with stories and lessons learned. This symbolizes the idea that a 

well-lived life is one where we have embraced and integrated 

all aspects of our journey, creating a meaningful and fulfilling 

whole. 

 


