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Paws for Thought: Understanding the Lifespan of Man's Best Friend 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Providing proper nutrition, regular exercise, and veterinary care 

2. Smaller breeds tend to have fewer health issues and slower 

metabolisms 

3. Responsible breeding helps reduce the likelihood of genetic 

diseases 

4. A balanced diet and exercise regimen contribute to a dog's 

overall health and lifespan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


