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Lisa Leslie: A Trailblazer in Women's Basketball 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Lisa Leslie's ability to dunk in a WNBA game was a significant 
milestone for women's basketball because it challenged 
stereotypes and showcased the athleticism and skills of female 
players. It inspired young girls to believe that they could achieve 
great feats in the sport and helped raise the profile of women's 
basketball. 

2. Lisa Leslie's impact on the younger generation of female athletes 
was profound. On the basketball court, she showed them that 
with hard work, dedication, and perseverance, they could 
reach the highest levels of the sport. Off the court, she served as 
a role model for leadership, sportsmanship, and advocating for 
equal opportunities in sports. 

3. Lisa Leslie's advocacy for gender equality in sports helped 
influence the opportunities available to female athletes by 
raising awareness about the disparities and advocating for 
change. Her efforts contributed to increased recognition, 
support, and resources for women's basketball and women's 
sports in general. 

4. Lisa Leslie possessed qualities and characteristics that made her 
a role model for aspiring basketball players, including her 
exceptional talent, leadership, sportsmanship, and dedication 
to the game. She demonstrated the importance of education 
and personal growth alongside athletic achievement, 
emphasizing that athletes could be positive influences on and 
off the court. 

 

 

 

 


