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Exploring Literary Devices in 'Of Mice and Men' 
Open-Ended Response Questions 

1. Discuss the role of dialogue in "Of Mice and Men" and how it helps reveal the 
personalities and relationships of the characters. 

 

2. Explore the significance of the allusion to Robert Burns' poem "To a Mouse" in 
the title of the novella, "Of Mice and Men." How does this allusion relate to the 
story's themes and events? 

 

3. Analyze the impact of symbolism in the story, particularly regarding the dream 
of owning land. How does this symbol shape the characters' motivations and 
the overall message of the novella? 

 

4. Choose one literary device from the list and provide an additional example of 
its use in "Of Mice and Men." Explain the effect it has on the story and its 
significance in conveying the author's message. 

 


