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Exploring Literary Devices in 'Of Mice and Men' 
Short Answer Key 

1. An example of foreshadowing in "Of Mice and Men" is the dead 

puppy in the barn. It hints at the tragic death of a major 

character later in the story. 

2. The dream of owning land symbolizes hope, freedom, and a 

better life for George and Lennie. It motivates their actions and 

provides a sense of purpose and aspiration. 

3. An instance of imagery is Steinbeck's description of the Salinas 

Valley, with its golden foothills and Gabilan Mountains. This 

imagery helps readers visualize the story's setting and creates a 

sense of place. 

4. A metaphor in the novella is when George compares ranch 

workers to the loneliest guys in the world. It suggests that the 

constant movement and lack of lasting connections make them 

exceptionally lonely. 

5. An example of irony in "Of Mice and Men" is Candy's excitement 

about the dream farm, which contrasts with the tragic outcome 

of the story. This contrast between hope and despair is ironic. 


