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Exploring Literary Devices in 'The Diary of Anne Frank' 
Short Answer Key 

1. An example of imagery from the diary is Anne's description of 

the annex as "an old building, completely run down, and an attic 

that's a horror." This imagery helps readers visualize the confined 

and deteriorating living conditions in the annex. 

2. Anne's chestnut tree symbolizes hope and beauty amidst the 

chaos of war. It represents her desire for freedom and her 

connection to the natural world, offering solace and inspiration. 

3. An example of foreshadowing is Anne's fear of being discovered 

and the constant need for silence, hinting at the looming threat 

of discovery. Foreshadowing builds tension and anticipation for 

future events. 

4. Anne uses the metaphor of a bird in a cage to convey her 

longing for freedom and a life beyond the annex. She feels 

trapped and restricted, like a bird unable to fly. 

5. An example of irony in Anne's diary is her evolving views on 

people. At times, she expresses disillusionment with human 

nature but later reveals her optimism and faith in the goodness 

of people. This irony highlights the complexity of her emotional 

journey. 

 

 

 

 


