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Unlocking the Literary Devices in 'Fahrenheit 451' 
Short Answer Key 

1. Example of imagery: "The fire rushed the house and pumped in 

smoke." Significance: This imagery vividly portrays the destructive 

power of fire, which is both a tool of suppression and a symbol of 

renewal. 

2. The symbolism of fire evolves in the novel. Initially, it represents 

destruction and the suppression of knowledge, but it later 

becomes a symbol of rebirth and renewal as Montag seeks to 

preserve knowledge through fire. 

3. The title "Fahrenheit 451" symbolizes the temperature at which 

paper burns. It relates to the book burning in the story as a 

central theme, emphasizing the government's censorship and 

suppression of knowledge. 

4. Example of a metaphor: Montag's realization that he is "full of bits 

and pieces." This metaphor signifies the accumulation of 

knowledge and diverse perspectives within him. 

5. Bradbury employs personification when describing the 

Mechanical Hound as having a "snake's tooth," creating an eerie 

and menacing image of the machine. 

 

 

 

 

 


