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Unlocking Literary Devices in Pride and Prejudice

Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1.

Irony in "Pride and Prejudice" creates humor and depth by highlighting the
contrast between characters' expectations and reality. For example, Mr.
Collins' proposal to Elizabeth is ironically pompous and self-aggrandizing,
adding humor to the scene. Irony also allows characters to grow and
change as they overcome their initial prejudices, as seen in the
transformation of Mr. Darcy.

One symbol in the novel is the entailment of Mr. Bennet's estate, which
symbolizes the limited options for the Bennet sisters and the pressure to
marry well. It represents the constraints of societal norms and the
importance of securing advantageous marriages in their society.

Dialogue serves as a tool for character development by revealing
personalities and motivations. For instance, Elizabeth's witty and
independent dialogue with Mr. Darcy showcases her strong character,
while Mr. Collins' obsequious and pompous dialogue highlights his
superficiality and desire for social advancement.

The themes in "Pride and Prejudice," such as love, marriage, social class,
and personal growth, resonate with readers because they explore universal
aspects of human relationships and societal expectations. Readers can
relate to the challenges and choices faced by the characters, making the

novel's messages enduring and relevant.
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