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Exploring Literary Devices in The Scarlet Letter 
Short Answer Key 

1. One example of foreshadowing is the appearance of Roger 

Chillingworth, who foreshadows his role as a central antagonist 

in the story. His arrival hints at the unfolding drama and adds a 

sense of tension and anticipation. 

2. Irony contributes to the characterization of Reverend Arthur 

Dimmesdale by highlighting the contrast between his public 

image as a revered clergyman and his hidden guilt and sin. This 

dramatic irony underscores the hypocrisy within the Puritan 

society. 

3. An example of imagery used by Hawthorne is his detailed 

description of the Puritan town, with its austere architecture and 

somber atmosphere. This imagery helps readers visualize the 

setting and immerse themselves in the story. 

4. The motif of light and darkness symbolizes the contrast between 

truth and revelation (light) and secrecy and hidden sin 

(darkness). It adds depth to the narrative by highlighting the 

moral dilemmas faced by the characters. 

5. Parallelism is evident in the relationships between Hester Prynne 

and Pearl, as well as between Dimmesdale and Chillingworth. 

Both pairs of characters share similarities in their struggles and the 

consequences of secret sin. 

 

 


