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Unlocking Literary Devices in 'To Kill a Mockingbird' 
Short Answer Key 

1. An example of symbolism is the mockingbird, which symbolizes 

innocence and the importance of protecting the innocent. It 

signifies that harming innocent individuals, like Boo Radley and 

Tom Robinson, is a moral wrong. 

2. The use of Southern dialect and speech patterns enhances the 

authenticity of the characters by accurately portraying the 

language and culture of the American South during the 1930s. 

3. Atticus's metaphor suggests that understanding others' 

perspectives and empathizing with them is like walking in their 

shoes. It emphasizes the importance of empathy in the novel. 

4. An example of irony is Tom Robinson's unjust trial and conviction 

despite the overwhelming evidence of his innocence. This 

highlights the theme of racial prejudice and the contrast 

between justice and injustice. 

5. The theme of loss of innocence is portrayed through Scout and 

Jem's growing awareness of racism, prejudice, and the harsh 

realities of the world around them. It symbolizes the transition 

from childhood innocence to a more complex understanding of 

society. 

 

 

 

 


