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Unlocking the Literary Devices in 'Fahrenheit 451"
Open-Ended Response Answer Key

1. Foreshadowing in "Fahrenheit 451" serves to create suspense and
prepare the reader for key events. For example, Montag's
growing dissatisfaction with his life foreshadows his eventual
transformation and rebellion. It also adds depth to the story's
narrative structure by hinting at future developments.

2. Repetition in the novel, particularly in relation to the motif of fire
and burning, reinforces the themes of destruction and renewal.
It emphasizes the dual nature of fire as both a destructive force
and a symbol of hope. This repetition underscores the central
message about the power of knowledge and the potential for
rebirth.

3. Irony is employed to highlight the contradiction between
Montag's profession as a firefighter and his role in burning books.
This literary device emphasizes the government's control and
suppression of knowledge, adding depth to the story's themes.

4. Choose one literary device (e.g., flashback) and explain its
purpose and effect in the context of the novel. For example, a
flashback reveals Montag's past, providing insight into his
character and motivations. It deepens the reader's

understanding of his transformation and the events that led to it.
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