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Exploring Literary Devices in The Scarlet Letter 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. Symbolism in "The Scarlet Letter" is used to convey deeper 

themes and ideas. For instance, the scarlet letter "A" symbolizes 

Hester Prynne's sin of adultery, but it also represents her strength 

and resilience. The letter transforms from a symbol of shame to a 

symbol of her inner fortitude, showcasing the power of symbolism 

in conveying complex themes. 

2. "The Scarlet Letter" can be seen as an allegory, where characters 

and events represent abstract concepts and moral dilemmas. 

Hester Prynne can be viewed as a symbol of individualism and 

resilience, while the scarlet letter represents the consequences 

of societal judgment. The novel uses allegory to explore themes 

of sin, guilt, and redemption. 

3. The tone of the novel is characterized by its somber and 

introspective quality, reflecting the moral seriousness of the 

Puritan society and the characters' moral dilemmas. The tone 

creates a sense of seriousness and tension throughout the story, 

emphasizing the weight of societal judgment and secret sin. 

4. Hawthorne's use of metaphor enhances the reader's 

understanding of the scarlet letter "A" by comparing it to a 

powerful and transformative force. The scarlet letter is 

metaphorically described as having the power to change 

Hester Prynne from a sinner to a saint, highlighting its significance 

in the story as a symbol of both shame and strength. 


