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Unlocking Literary Devices in 'To Kill a Mockingbird' 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The allusion to the biblical story of David and Goliath in Atticus's 

defense of Tom Robinson reflects the idea of a small and 

seemingly weak individual (Tom) facing a formidable opponent 

(prejudice and racism). It emphasizes the moral courage 

required to confront injustice. 

2. Dialogue in "To Kill a Mockingbird" serves as a window into the 

culture of the American South and the characters' personalities. 

It immerses readers in the setting and provides insights into the 

characters' values and beliefs. 

3. The various conflicts in the novel add depth and complexity to 

the story. The moral and legal conflict surrounding Tom 

Robinson's trial highlights the theme of racial prejudice. Personal 

conflicts, such as Scout and Jem's struggles with understanding 

their town's racial divisions, contribute to the characters' 

development. 

4. Imagery in the novel, through vivid descriptions, enhances the 

reader's understanding of the themes and characters. For 

example, the imagery of Maycomb's streets and neighborhoods 

creates a sense of place and atmosphere, emphasizing the 

Southern setting and its impact on the story. 

 

 

 


