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The Brave Little Ant 
Open-Ended Response Answer Key 

1. The story of Andy the ant highlights the theme of courage and 
exploration by showcasing Andy's determination to explore the 
world beyond the meadow. His courage is demonstrated 
through his willingness to face unknown challenges. The lessons 
drawn from his adventures emphasize the importance of daring 
to dream and explore new horizons in life, even when it means 
stepping out of one's comfort zone. 

2. Andy's friendship with Clara is significant because it symbolizes 
mutual support and companionship. Their friendship helped 
both characters grow by providing emotional strength during 
challenging times. This friendship also influenced the outcome of 
their journey, as Clara's wisdom complemented Andy's courage. 

3. Andy's character development is evident through his 
transformation from a curious and dreamy ant to a brave and 
responsible one. His experiences in the forest changed him by 
instilling courage and resilience. Upon his return, he shared his 
newfound wisdom with his fellow ants, encouraging them to 
dream and explore as well. 

4. The story's message encourages individuals to overcome their 
fears, embrace new experiences, and dare to dream and 
explore. It emphasizes that courage can lead to personal 
growth and positive change, both in the individual and in the 
community. This lesson can apply to real-life situations by 
inspiring individuals to step outside their comfort zones and 
pursue their dreams with determination and bravery. 

 

 

 

 


