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Living Letters 
Imagine if letters could run, jump, and 
play just like people! In Chicka Chicka 
Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr. and John 
Archambault, the alphabet isn’t just a 
collection of symbols—it’s full of 
energy, excitement, and personality. 
The book brings the letters to life using 
personification, a technique where 
non-human things are given human 
traits. This makes learning the alphabet 
fun and helps young readers connect 
with the letters in a memorable way. 

From the very beginning, the letters act like children. The story starts when the 
lowercase letters decide to climb up the coconut tree. The letters don’t just 
move; they “race,” “tag along,” and “hurry” to the top. These action words 
make the letters seem alive, like a group of kids playing on a playground. 

As more and more letters climb, the tree begins to shake. Suddenly, all the 
letters come crashing down! But instead of simply saying that the letters fell, 
the book describes them in a way that makes them feel real. Some letters get 
tangled up, others have bumps and bruises, and a few need help getting 
back on their feet. The uppercase letters, who seem like parents or teachers, 
come to check on them. This moment teaches young readers that even when 
things go wrong, they can always get back up again—just like the letters! 

The book also gives letters emotions. For example, the letter “a” is bold and 
adventurous, leading the way up the tree. Other letters, like “p” and “q,” might 
seem shy or careful as they follow. When the letters fall, they don’t just land on 
the ground—they feel surprised, shocked, or even embarrassed. This 
emotional connection makes the alphabet feel like a group of friends rather 
than just shapes on a page. 

By using personification, Chicka Chicka Boom Boom turns the alphabet into a 
fun, exciting adventure. Instead of memorizing letters in a dull way, children 
get to experience the alphabet as a lively, playful group of characters. This 
helps young readers form a deeper connection with letters, making learning 
fun and unforgettable! 


